March 13, 2017

Town Board Meeting-Special


A Special Meeting (due to weather) of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on March 13, 2017 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember      
DEBRA COSTELLO

Councilmember
RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember     

SETH FREACH


Councilmember                                                                                                                                          

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



TOM WOOD



Town Attorney



PATRICIA ROBCKE

Comptroller



JEFFREY COLEMAN

Director, DES



MICHAEL PREZIOSI

Director, DOTS 



* * * * * ** * * * * *

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

Supervisor Puglisi led all in attendance in a Pledge to the Flag. 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi commented that she couldn’t say “Spring is in the Air” with the predicted blizzard for the next day.   Jeff Coleman stated that there will be a State of Emergency and that the Town is getting all the vehicles and equipment ready to go and is prepared when needed.  They will be plowing through the duration of the storm until complete and the garbage schedule will be changed.  The Code Red went out at 6:00 p.m. which advised the community to stay off the roads and take parked cars off the street for the plows. The public was made aware of the Town meeting date change which was allowed due to the State of Emergency. The Supervisor also cancelled the Town offices except emergency services. If there are power outages, Jeff stated they should call Con Edison and the Town will provide shelter if needed. The Supervisor also reminded the public that they could call the Highway Department also. 
Supervisor Puglisi stated that they all participated in various St. Patrick Day events such as the parade in the Village of Buchanan.  

The Supervisor commented that she tries every week on the Town’s website and facebook to give an update of what they have been doing with their partners, the Village of Buchanan and 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

the Hendrick Hudson School District regarding the closing of Indian Point. She is a member of the New York State Task Force; meeting in April for the first meeting and the next local task force meeting is on Thursday, March 16th at Town Hall.  They will discuss the challenges and hopefully come up with ideas that can help everyone involved.

* * * * * ** * * * * *
ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence.

* * * * * * * * * *
TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Costello:  Wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick’s Day and congratulated the Village of Buchanan and City of Peekskill for their wonderful parades.
Tonight the Town Board will be authorizing a resolution to support a NY State Assembly bill with respect to sending the bill for the Volunteer Firefighters.  Firefighters who went to Ground Zero and have problems with cancer related diseases but the volunteer firefighters were not covered.  This bill authorizes showing our support to the Volunteer Firefighters.
Councilmember Becker:  no report
Councilmember Freach:  commented for the residents not to underestimate the storm and that the blizzard warning was for all the Hudson Valley.
Councilmember Farrell: Attended the award dinner for the Mohegan Fire Department and Ambulance Corp and commented that it was a real “eye opening” event with respect to the number of calls that they make every year which are read off as the awards are given out.  Councilmember Farrell commented on the dedication and sacrifice they and their families make on behalf of their community.  He was happy to represent the Town of Cortlandt in honoring them.
The Montrose Fire Department held their testimonial dinner for their outgoing Chief, Peter Kolsar who finished a 3 year term as Chief for that department.

This was a very well attended event.  Councilmember Farrell commented that the fire departments also need to prepare for the storm and think about how they will respond in the event of an emergency with their manpower, etc.  He reminded that they also are volunteers.

Councilmember Farrell stated that the resolution tonight is not only for those volunteers who responded to 9/11, but also to address the health needs of firefighters who are now facing very 
different fires today.   The homes and offices have many man made materials that burn differently and give off different gasses and fumes and create illnesses never before dealt with.  That is what this bill is meant to address.
TOWN BOARD REPORTS, (cont.)
Councilmember Farrell stated that there is an item on the agenda that outlines some of the heavy equipment and vehicles that have been purchased over the year and he is happy to see that they will be heavily used over the next few days. 

He wished everyone a Happy St. Patrick’s Day.
Supervisor Puglisi stated that they purchased 1.6 million dollars of new vehicles in the last year and two of them were leased.  These were paid with cash with no borrowing or bonding.  Pictures are found on facebook and the website.

Also, affordable housing units have increased with the Town having a diverse housing stock which is important in every community.
* * * * * * * * * *
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Costello moved that the regular minutes of January 27, 2017 special meeting and the February 14, 2017 regular meeting be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion. 

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
PUBLIC HEARINGS

NONE
* * * * * * * * * *
HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
* * * * * * * * * *
BID REPORTS 

None

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS
Councilmember Freach moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed.  Councilmember Farrell seconded the motion. 
For the month of January, 2017 from the Purchasing Department and for the month of February from the Purchasing Department.  Office for the Aging, Receiver of Taxes and the Town Clerk.

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Status Report from the Director of DOTS with respect to 2017 Capital Projects.

OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

2.
Report from the Director of DES with respect to lighting on Deerhaunt Drive; and 
authorize same.

RESOLUTION NO.77-17 RE: Installation of Streetlights along Deerhaunt Drive

3.
Report from the Director of DES with respect to the 2017 proposed fleet replacement 
plan.

4.
Six month Report from the Town Historian.

5.
Report from the Supervisor with respect to affordable housing in the Town.




6.
Report from the Supervisor with respect to vehicle, trucks and heavy equipment leases 
and purchases for 2016/2017.

NEW BUSINESS

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Letter from William Sulzer with respect to selling a parcel of property to the Town; and 
refer to DES, DOTS and the Legal Department.

Discussion:  Jeff Coleman commented there are 140 vehicles presently in the Town’s fleet.  Supervisor Puglisi stated that have kept up with it and sometimes not easy to do especially during the recession years.
Michael Preziosi mentioned the highlights of various projects; the Annsville Circle project, Broadway Streetscapes in Verplanck, and the Westbrook Drive right turn lane. 

All voted AYE
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Costello
RESOLUTION NO.78-17 RE: Amend a personnel Agreement with respect to a DOTS employee.
All voted AYE
A motion to poll the Board for the following resolution was made by Councilmember Freach, seconded by Councilmember Costello

RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.797-17 RE: Appoint Stephen Hetman to the title Engineer Technician Civil for DOTS.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that this is to fill an upcoming vacancy.

Councilmember Costello:   Yes

Councilmember Becker:
    Yes

Supervisor Puglisi:
    Yes
Councilmember Freach:      Yes

Councilmember Farrell:      Abstain
The motion passed
Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Costello
RESOLUTION NO.80-17 RE: Authorize an extension of a Leave of Absence under FMLA for a DES employee.
RESOLUTION NO.81-17 RE: Appoint a seasonal for DES.
RESOLUTION NO.82-17 RE: Appoint three members to the CAC (Anthony Carbone, Amy Erard, Rebecca Dymes) to fill vacancies.
Discussion:  none
All voted AYE
Councilmember Costello moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker
RESOLUTION NO.83-17 RE: Authorize a resolution in support of New York State Assembly Bill A711 with respect to extending an existing Bill for Volunteer Firefighter’s Benefit Law.
RESOLUTION NO.84-17 RE: Resolution to the Governor and copies to State and County officials requesting they develop a comprehensive plan to reduce the use of plastic bags.
RESOLUTION NO.85-17 RE: Resolution in support of a tax on state land in the Town and forward to our State officials.
RESOLUTION NO.86-17 RE: Resolution to NYSDEC requesting they expedite the reclamation of the Travis Lane gas station, and copy State officials.
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.87-17 RE: Authorize the New York Power Authority to perform an energy audit of the Town Hall HVAC system.
RESOLUTION NO.88-17 RE: Authorize a separate fund balance account with respect to future loss of revenue and the closure of Entergy.
RESOLUTION NO.89-17 RE: Authorize the Comptroller to transfer sales tax revenue to the Town Outside Village General Fund for the fiscal year 2016.

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi commented that she was happy that the Town Board agrees with her regarding starting now to put money aside from the surplus fund balances into a separate account for the upcoming closure of Indian Point Entergy.  They will be putting $100,000 a year into this account.
Patty Robcke, Town Comptroller, stated that it is to be fiscally prudent.  The Town has a pilot agreement which is payment in lieu of taxes and right now it’s about $800,000 a year so in order to prepare for the future loss of revenues from that agreement, the Town will be putting some of the fund balance for the future.

Councilmember Becker commented that regarding their asking of the officials for a comprehensive plan for plastic bags, this is something this Board has discussed for a few years now.  They need to have a plan that is sustainable, enforceable and agreeable to the community at large.

Councilmember Farrell added that he saw an article that the government has formed a task force to address this issue.

Supervisor Puglisi stated that it should be uniform throughout the County.  The Supervisor added that they also have save $200,000 over and above their projection for 2016.

All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Becker moved that the following resolutions be filed.  Councilmember Freach seconded the motion. 

RESOLUTIONS:

RESOLUTION NO.90-17 RE: Amend the Temporary Service List

RESOLUTION NO.91-17 RE: Re-appoint Glen Malia to the Board of Assessment Review Board.

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)
RESOLUTION NO.92-17 RE: Authorize the use of the Cortlandt Riverfront Park with respect to a Living History Program.

RESOLUTION NO.93-17 RE: Authorize a Ribbon Campaign with respect to raising the awareness of improving the quality of life for people suffering from mental illness

RESOLUTION NO.94-17 RE: Authorize an online Auction with respect to scrap, surplus materials and vehicles.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi thanked Glen Malia for his many years of volunteer service on the Board of Assessment Review.
Supervisor Puglisi commented on the Living History program run by Joe Ryan and Councilmember Farrell stated that in the 80’s he remembered how it was held at the Trailer Park.  
The Supervisor also commented on the importance of the Ribbon Campaign.
* * * * * ** * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

NONE
* * * * * ** * * * * *
REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

* * * * * ** * * * * *
REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

* * * * * ** * * * * *
SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

* * * * * ** * * * * *
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned 7:30 p.m. in memory of Joseph M. Price on a motion by Councilmember Farrell, seconded by Councilmember Costello
All voted AYE
Respectfully submitted,










      JO-ANN DYCKMAN









                            Town Clerk
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